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SUB J : NARCOTICS - POPPY PRODUCTION IN HELMAND VALLEY 

1. WHILE VISITING HELMAND ARGHANDAB VALLEY FROM MARCH 28-30, 

1974 AMBASSADOR HAD OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE WITH BOTH DR. NASIR 
KESHAWARZ, PRESIDENT HELMAND ARGHANDAB VALLEY AUTHORITY AND 
GOVERNOR FAZIL RABI PASHWAK CONTINUED US GOVERNMENT CONCERN 
OVER OPIUM POPPY PRODUCTION IN VALLEY. 

2. DURING PRIVATE MEETING BEFORE GENERAL MEETING ON MARCH 28 
AT HAVA HEADQUARTERS, LASHKAR GAH, AMBASSADOR TOLD DR. 
KESHAWARZ THAT FUTURE US SUPPORT FOR VALLEY DEVELOPMENT COULD 
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NOT BE ASSURED IF OPIUM POPPIES CONTINUED TO BE GROWN IN VALLEY. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


DR. KESHAWARZ RESPONDED THAT HE HAD ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO 
PREVENT POPPY CULTIVATION IN PROJECT AREA. AT GENERAL MEETING 
DR. KESHAWARZ ASSERTED THAT PLANTING OF OPIUM POPPY ON 
PROJECT LAND HAS BEEN PREVENTED THIS YEAR AND THAT HIS STAFF, UNDER 
STRICT INSTRUCTIONS TO REPORT ANY CULTIVATION - ON OR OFF 
PROJECT - ARE TRYING TO SUPPRESS ALL POPPY CULTIVATION IN AREA. 

3. ON SAME DAY, AMBASSADOR ALSO EXPRESSED TO GOVERNOR PAZHWAK 
U.S. CONGRESS' CONTINUING CONCERN OVER OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION 
IN VALLEY. GOVERNOR PAZHWAK REPLIED THAT AS OPIUM FARMERS ARE 
POOR, AN ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF INCOME IS NECESSARY. WHILE 
INSTRUCTIONS HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT TO LOCAL GOVERNORS TO 
SUPPRESS PLANTING OF OPIUM POPPY, GOVERNOR STRESSED THAT ONLY 
TALKS AT HIGHEST LEVEL COULD RESULT IN DEFINITIVE RESOLUTION 

OF PROBLEM. 

4. ON MARCH 31, AMBASSADOR GAVE PRESIDENT DAOUD A PAPER ON THE 
HFJ ,M AND- ARGH AND AB VALLEY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (COPY POUCHED 
NEA/PAB) WHICH SUMMARIZED THE FOREGOING EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE 
AMBASSADOR AND KESHAWARZ. 

5. COMMENT: KESHAWARZ’ AND PAZHWAKS STATEMENTS ARE FIRMEST 
WE HAVE HEARD TO EFFECT THAT GOA HAS ACTED TO RESTRICT, 

POSSIBLY SUPPRESS, OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION IN HFJ .MAN AREA. 

SINCE BLOOMING SEASON IS CLOSE AT HAND, WE SHALL SOON BE ABLE 
CHECK EFFECTIVENESS THEIR STATED EFFORTS TO PREVENT THIS YEAR’S 
CROP. 

ELIOT 
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